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'the p::esident convened the meeting of the Cabinet at 12:03 p.m.
f{emﬂted Secretary Rusk to give a report on the H_onolul.\i Con~
ference and the situation in Czechoslovakia. : i i

Secretary Rusk 12:03 - 12:15 p.m.,

Th¢ Honolulu Conference ""was not a meeting called to malk dramatic
decigions. "' =

The Pré gident has kept in regular touch with the leaglfrs of South
Vietnam, \neeting them on an average of every si onths.,
"President Chieu had been scheduled for a State fisit here, but for
ns t there and here, it was mutually agfeed that it was not
time fog a visit to the United States,/ Some of the Press
ard to axcept this reasoning. Thef tried to build up the

nally impNessed by the rgfiturity and development of
hieu. He hag grown in }is grasp of social and military
There is a ndy vigor/now in the political institutions
fnam., ...We wire £ncouraged by new evidence of real
gress in South Viy§nam.

'i.ﬂe', theftroops Rf North Vietnam and the Viet Cong

a mfjor wave o\new assaults. Secretary Clifford
f#€r his trip out fhere. Captured documents and
JSattern of local attadgs confirm our estimate. We
these facts to the PanNg talks and any desire on
_escalate. Traffic on thA\Ho Chi Minh Trail is
yeople sense a 1 It would be very
ris to whisper behiny their hand if they
'a real lull., But they Waven't done that.
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and move to democratic socialism, They have
' ‘Wx*uhbtom with their neighbors, between
ome, the nature of Communism and
"I'hoy' have « o'peaod -up- diviaiona

W b,am ﬁuh emn fer cancnm -
' mﬂn infom-
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¥ "We don't know the results of the talks (in Cierna). It is a real

they move by force -- and an equally heavy price if they do not
(resolve) this major event.

"We have used all restraint to stay out of it. We have not wanted
to give the Soviets any excuse for direct action against the Czechs,
We don't want to provoke them on any pretext.

"I think the two sides will find a formula and it may include some
Czech compromises. "

¢ President invited Ambassador Ball to give a brief _#eport on
the \ituation in the Middle East.

AMBASSADOR BALL 12:15 - 12:20 p. m.

The situations still at deadlock. Dr. Jarrihg '"has worked hard
a.nd well" to resdlve the dilemmma but many difficulties remain.

4dura1 deadlock. «+s There

tha«lsra.ehs beforg’ Xy trip, emphasizing the hard
ral negotidtion.\.. I did not think that I had

em, but¥wo days before my arrival in
sraelis asked th o Arabs some questions

A;me have some moxement. ...l hit this point
ble in Jerusalem..\. There is some change
pot admit it in publicN\ They also asked me,
w_soma questiogs to King Hussein.
.ouche but it is al md:lcatmn of

dilemma for the Soviet Union. They will pay a fantastic price if
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